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- day for inmates at the

'S.D. penitentiary chapel

Inmate Gary Gurwell helped refurbish the prison chapel, including the woodworking. TOP: Gurwell, 60,
outside prison. He is up for parole in a week. Experts call his work top-notch. “It’s really world-class,” says Lyle Pedersen of AmeriGlas.

Inmate’s idea transforms musty theater
into ornately decorated place of worship |

BY RANDY HASCALL
Argus Leader
Christmas has never been a colorful holi-
state penitentiary in
Sioux Falls. .
Year afteryear, they have gathered to wor-
ship in a drab old theater that has served as

. achapel. They have sat in torn, soiled seats.

Faded block-glass windows have screened
much of the light.

But, when inmates gather this Christmas,
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1s reborn

Even some of the toughies are
coming (to the chapel). Some had
not been here for 10 or 12 years.’ e

= Gary Gurwell, Sioux Falls prison inmate, craftsman
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hopes to be able to ply his skills

snowballed into a $35,000 renovation project
funded with private donations from church-
€s, organizations and individuals. Trinity
Corrections provided the work space and
equipment. : ;

Prisoners donated more than $1,000 of §
their own money, topped by $300 from one.
Prison administrators and staff members
also contributed. ;

Gurwell, who’s serving a 75-year sentence
for manslaughter, has spent 141% veare ir
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i o 3 > ¢ er and wife in the 1950s and '60s. ical
=k INMate-designer finish project e
niszgﬁ is emotion recognized with state awarc%)sl. L “A
g Continued from 1B g o > On the dif- Her son, Bernie, is the publish-  dent
ti/[i&(; ; : iall d T know GOd deczded to metimes sit  er of South Dakota Magazine ang thed
.. Impressive, especially consider- ) ry tochase Nebraska Life. He has encourage said.
‘ hllst (r)lfg ing the prison’s limited equip- e chapel. i ind.” her for a long time to gather her the «
etsu - ment, said Jack Harr of C-Lemme  Theye was faUO7’ on this off's poems work for publication. His office It's
1k.1 i Custom Homes, who donated a 5 . in Pasque oversaw the design and produc- mak
rt ;m S contractor’s table saw for the from the start. s posh Moot herbobl S
Ec) wilfl'n prison shop. : Sk razines and “Tused to tease her that I want- here
b d cl When Gurwell gets out of of poetry ed her to publish the poems so M
1 agnd a0, Lemme said there will be a Bonnie Larsen rks. that we could make a lot of mon- ly pr
5 jobfor him athis Tea cabinet shop. prison cultural activities iding mate- ~ ey,” Bernie Hunhoffsaid. “Butthe  butb
& ticket Gurwell, who created a special isinherson family is really pleased that she’s  in wr
E 1(t: tlE; router bit out of a bolt, said he’s 2y Observer, gone to the work of putting her “A
i 0;1- bl. § glad to put hiS abiliﬁes to good use. The improved Chapel, With 200 VSpaper. poems together.” . ? Clarﬂ
= %ch IS] “It's something God gave me,” seats built by inmates, has created | in “Grand- Margaret Hunhoff is directing  think
to/ 1\3[" said Gurwell, who remembers a lot of interest, Gurwell, Larsen id she was all profits from the book to endow  truth
'QCI_IOOW; sketching designs and gears of a and Hubers say. The number of

carnival octopus ride when he was
6 or 7 years old.
WILE Bonnie Larsen, cultural activi-
de of ties coordinator at the prison,
spearheaded the stained-glass
ned 1 window project, then led the drive
ffth ar to expand plans after Gurwell had
of Light completed a couple of windows.
“When I saw the beauty, it did
not match the rest of the chapel,”
Larsen said. “I know God decided
to create this chapel. There was
favor on this from the start.”
v bing( Larsel} said resources seemed
Sthallg to flow into the prison as they
:ill eTo VWere needed. She and Gurwell
~ said the warden and senior staff
were always supportive. Six to
eight inmates built new chairs to
replace the old worn ones.
The result is a bright, colorful,
‘e, F uplifting atmosphere.
t fi g] “There’s a lot of hurting in
prison. You like it to be a place of
nayors rehabilitation,” Larsen said.
said tt “When people enter the chapel,
edint they say they don’t feel like
ota an( they’re in prison.”
t to f Thenew chapel was showcased
recently during a two-day open
federa house that brought 120 outsiders
»yn Boa intothe prison. Among them were
\ bypas members of Gurwell’s family.

1 e

30 p.m.
sarade

'S in tow
served |
lior cit

wristiar
it 6:30

services has expanded to seven
days aweek and turnout has risen.
“Sometimes we’re close to set-
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ting up chairs,” Larsen said. “And by the ag to changing my mind on it, but said.*
inmates have treated it with such brities inter- they are going to have to make a we h:
respect. galization. better case. They’re pushing itas the c
“Even some of the toughies are ill Peterson, a panacea to solve all the ag prob- guish
coming down,” Gurwell said. i knew there lems, and I don’t see that.” thatit
“Some hadn’t been here for 10 or kento bring  Senate Majority Leader Bar- Int
12 years. One of them couldn’t suetoavote. bara Everist, R-Sioux Falls, sup- statel
believe how it changed.” it on.the bal- ports the concept of growing a allow
Gurwell is particularly proud of public inter- valuable crop, but has concerns.  and :
his last two windows. One, titled tovoteforit,  “It’s illegal under federal law, allowr
The Good Shepherd, honors peo- npelling evi- that’s the main one, and federal —gg,
ple who have died. The other, d. “I'm open law preempts state law,” Everist iwillian
which represents American Indi- '
ans, is titled Oyate Wanji, which
means One People. That window
includes a buffalo and eagle.
He also created two smaller
windows — an American flag and
Mount Rushmore — that will be y
displayed elsewhere in the prison.
As a finishing touch, Gurwell b3 e l l
used old pallets and cedar to 2
build three wooden crosses that
stand on the stage.
The finished chapel is almost
beyond description, said Larsen.
“I couldn’t envision it being so
beautiful.”
Reach Randy Hascall at 331-2320 or
rhascall@argusleader.com
— . B
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